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SUMMARY 

Neighborhood Transitions and Residential Land Use Work Group 

June 20, 2013, 1:00 PM 

House Room C, General Assembly Building 

I. Welcome and Call to Order 

Delegate Rosylyn Dance, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM. 

Workgroup members in attendance: Delegate Rosylyn Dance, Chair; Delegate John 

Cosgrove; Delegate David Bulova; Delegate Daniel W. Marshall, III; Mark Flynn, 

Governor Appointee/Virginia Municipal League; Neal J. Barber, Community Futures; 

Bernard Caton, City of Alexandria, Legislative Director; Tyler Craddock, Manufactured 

& Modular Housing Association; Chip Dicks, Virginia Association of Realtors; Bill 

Ernst, Dept. of Housing & Community Development; Brian Gordon, Apartment and 

Office Building Association; Kelly Harris-Braxton, Virginia First Cities; Erik Johnston, 

Virginia Association of Counties; Barry Merchant, Virginia Housing Development 

Authority; A. Vaughn Poller, Hampton Roads Housing Consortium; Michael Toalson, 

Home Builders Association of Virginia; Cal Whitehead, Whitehead Consulting.  

Staff: Elizabeth Palen, Executive Director of VHC 

II. Building Revitalization Grant Fund (SB 748, W. Stanley, 2013)  

 Senator Bill Stanley: The textile and tobacco industries have each taken a major hit with 

the change in the economy in the state and nation. Infrastructure is left—as much as 

50,000 square feet of manufacturing space in buildings. There is a need for up-fitting and 

retro-fitting of existing structures. He reminded the Work Group and audience of the 

psychological effects on the community when a building lies dormant.  

o There is a lack of tax revenue for the locality as well as the state.  

o The mentality is if mega-parks or industrial parks are built, the manufacturing 

industry will follow.  

o If you compare Southside Virginia to North Carolina; North Carolina has had the 

better approach as they provide a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for companies to invest 

in communities. Senator Stosch had suggested in the 2013 Legislative Session 

establishing a grant fund with a limited amount of money, with the purpose to put 

buildings back in service. 
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o Jim McKelvey started buying buildings in Bedford County and retrofitted the 

buildings. He is now renting to start-up companies. Entrepreneurs should be 

encouraged with government assistance. 

o In Ferrum, there is a building where the owner is using innovative gray water 

filtering—there needs to be encouragement for such projects across the state. 

o There is the old Corning Building in Danville; it is ideal for up-fitting and retro-fitting 

but money is needed. 

o We need a partnership between the localities and the state. The use of state funds 

would encourage job growth and companies to come to set up their industries in 

Virginia. 

 Bill Earnst, DHCD: The Industrial Revitalization Fund would only make grants to 

localities? Currently the local government can make loans to a private entity—see §§ 36-

152 through 36-156 in the Code of Virginia. The local government would have to come 

to the state to seek funding—what would the disbursement look like to private entities? 

 Delegate David Bulova: I am sensitive to new programs taking funds from existing 

programs. I want to know more about how the public/private partnership will work. 

o DHCD has experience, it seems a reasonable choice for them to run the program. 

 Chip Dicks: If I am a potential purchaser, it might take $500,000 to $1 million to 

repurpose a building—especially if there are environmental issues. Will a $100,000 

program make a difference? 

 Senator Bill Stanley: It would be a pilot project—a $1 million appropriation would 

allow a meaningful difference in some projects. If there is a choice of a company 

relocating to Greensboro, North Carolina, or to Danville, they should be incentivized to 

choose Danville. 

 Delegate John Cosgrove: North Carolina is luring businesses from Chesapeake; this 

may be a good springboard to attract new businesses. 

 Delegate Rosylyn Dance: You are invited to return to a Housing Commission meeting 

with new funding concepts. 

III. Electronic Security Sales Representatives (HB 2302, J. Cosgrove, 2013) 

 Delegate Cosgrove: Any security company can hire anyone to solicit business door-to-

door to residential homes. The problem lies with the Department of Criminal Justice 

Services; the sales personnel need to be licensed but then are not allowed to solicit for 90 

days’ time while a background check is performed on those soliciting business at 

people’s homes. 
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o The bill under discussion says a license is needed first before going door-to-door; 

there is a critical glitch in the Code allowing unvetted persons to knock on elderly 

persons’ doors. 

 Wayne Boggs, Richmond Alarm Company: There is a serious problem in the industry; 

college students are sent to people's residences without any training. 

o There needs to be a compliance agent in Virginia. Virginia companies with a license 

in Virginia could be exempt but out-of-state companies who send out quick hires 

without fingerprinting need to be regulated. 

 Dicks: What would I have to do now to go door-to-door selling security systems? 

 Boggs: Receive eight hours of training and be fingerprinted and a receive temporary 

registration. 

 Lisa McGee, Regulatory Manager, Department of Criminal Justice Services: Currently a 

person may work for 90 days while waiting to be trained and 120 days before the results 

of fingerprinting are returned. 

 Delegate Bulova: Perhaps there should be a check such as the check to purchase a 

firearm; should we talk to the State Police? 

 Stan Collins, Alarms, Inc.: I own a Virginia-based alarm company in Goochland. 

Currently there are no penalties and young people from Utah are brought into Virginia to 

go door-to-door with securities sales. Suggestions are: (1) create an outrageously 

expensive fine if companies operate without licensure of the employees; (2) repeal the 

90-day grace period where new employees can work without certification or taking a 

class; or (3) wait until fingerprinting results are returned to allow door-to-door 

solicitation. 

o Teeth should be put into enforcement; this should be an arrestable offense. 

 Delegate Dance: Arrest the college students? Perhaps we can find a better solution; a 

compliance agent within company? We can work on solutions at our next meeting. 

IV. Public Comment 

 Del. Dance asked for any comment from the public. 

V. Adjourn 

 Upon hearing no request for comments, Del. Dance adjourned the meeting at 2:35 PM.  


